
Tamaqua, PA, January 16, 2017:   The Tamaqua Has Heart Project is officially launched.  Ten artists have 

submitted their designs as part of the Tamaqua has Heart, “Art in Public Spaces” project.  On January 

24th at 6:00pm within the renovated building at 20 Mauch Chunk Street, sponsors will be the first to see 

the unveiling of the artist drawings and select the rendering they feel best represents their sponsorship.  

Much like the Cats of Catskill, NY or the Miles of Mules, along the Leigh Canal, Tamaqua hopes to make a 

statement.  We do have a hope for the future of our community!  This was a question that seemed to go 

unanswered during the 2014-2015 Dear Tamaqua Project.  We hope to show the distinctive love our 

community has for not only itself, but for one another, our ability to work across all platforms for the 

benefit of our people.  It is this relationship that makes us who we are.  It is the driving force of recent 

community revitalizations and new programs which continue to flourish and ultimately redefine 

Tamaqua as more than a lost coal town or a disappearing textile community. 

The invitation to the artist/sponsor reception is by invitation only.   The evening will begin at 6:00pm 

with sponsors arriving to review and select artist designs.  At 7:00pm artist will arrive to meet their 

sponsor and discuss details, materials and develop a relationship.  Light refreshments will be served.   So 

who are the artists?  The array of artists who submitted designs, has been exciting and include world 

known artists Jon McCoy of McCoy Design’s, and Susan Sidoriak, founder and CEO of Silver Box Studios, 

as well as, Tamaqua High School Graphic Arts students & teacher Lori Remmel who has also submitted 

work of her own, Middle School art students & teacher Kim Woodward, and traveled artists, Kevin Smith 

II, Kim East, Joseph Evanousky, Suzanne Dalton, Paul Corinchock and one unnamed artist. 

Artists will take the large sculptures home with a time line of January 24th through May 6th to complete 

their work and return the hearts to the Tamaqua Community Art Center for mounting.  The large fiber 

glass heart sculptures (39”x42”20”), completed by the selected artists, will be unveiled on Memorial Day 

2017 and remain on display through Labor Day in 2017.   Key locations along East and West Broad Street 

of Tamaqua have been chosen as the temporary home for each heart due to visibility and ease of 

walking for viewers.  In addition the locations draw attention to our downtown, promote tourism and 

exploration of our history, while also showcasing the aesthetically beautiful buildings available for new 

businesses and artist studios.  Our goal is to share our heart (love) of Tamaqua with others who may 

want to make it their home too.  Tamaqua, which was once a booming hub for industry, small 

businesses and shopping, has the potential to be so once again along with the ability to enjoy and 

explore our nature trails, lakes and art center. 

A public fundraising gala and auction for the hearts is scheduled for September 28th.  More information 

on the gala and how to obtain tickets will be released later this year. 

 To learn more about this project and how you can support its efforts contact Leona at 570-668-

1192 or e-mailing leona@tacp.info  The Tamaqua Community Art Center is a non-profit organization 

which provides the local area with a wide variety of offerings in fine and performing arts.  Details on the 

Tamaqua Has Heart Project can be found on our website at:  www.tamaquaarts.org.    


